
In this site-specific research, teams from 
four different cities in Europe critically ex-
plored and refined a method that makes le-
gible as well as actionable the development 
in resilience of multispecies communities, 
which were approached as zoöps. 

A 
ZOÖNOMIC 

METHOD
ZOÖP

The zoöp is a new cooperative form of organisation for 
representing and cooperating with nonhuman ecologi-
cal communities, developed at the Neuhaus academy for 
more-than-human knowledge at Het Nieuwe Instituut. The 
term zoöp is a combination of  co-op (short for « coopera-
tive ») and zoë, the Greek word for « life ».

The zoöp aims to strengthen the legal position of nonhu-
man life in human societies, and to stimulate ecological 
regeneration that is not subjected to extractivist economic 
logic. The zoöp legal entity is designed to be able to be 
adopted by a great variety of organisations, on the condi-
tion that they have agency over a volume of biosphere. 

The concept was initially inspired by innovations in the ju-
risdiction of New Zealand, where in 2016 and in 2017 legal 
personhood was granted to Mount Taranaki, Whanganui 
River and Te Urewera Forest. The zoöp, however, does not 
work with the long term process of granting rights, but is in 
fact a procedure for representation and collaboration wit-
hin organisations, that can be implemented more directly.  

METHOD

The method consists of four steps that are practised in re-
curring cycles. 

The first step is to demarcate the proto-zoöps that we 
are looking at. Where are the legal, physical and ecological 
boundaries? Who are the humans that partake in this mul-
tispecies community? 

The next step is to observe & sense the different kinds 
of multispecies relations at play in the zoöp and the ca-
pacities of communication that exist between and within 
groups of humans and nonhumans. 

The third step is to identify and make legible (for humans) 
the relevant disturbances that this zoöp is required to 
adapt to. This comes down to characterising dynamics. 
How do disturbances manifest differently in various 
life-worlds within the zoöp? (A disturbance is an event that 
requires the zoöp to reconfigure, to become capable of a 
new behaviour in order to maintain its quality of life.)

The last step is to find ways to intervene so that relations 
or capacities of communication can be developed, which 
make the zoöp at hand more resilient in the face of its 
most important types of disturbances. 

An intervention leads to new observations and characteri-
sations, which may suggest yet other interventions.

Each team chose different sites to be observed as proto-
zoöps and engaged with these sites through this method. 
A selection of their findings is documented in the following 
pages. Team members are listed on the last page.

More extensive documentation can be found at 
zoop.hetnieuweinstituut.nl/instruments-methods



Venice — IT

The proTo-zoöp is a small area of salT marsh (7 m x 25 m), known 
as barena, that formed spontaneously and gradually over 
the past 20 years, on the edge of a private island between 
Torcello and Burano - two island settlements in the 
Venetian Lagoon.

The trigger for its appearance was the piling up of pruned 
branches and brambles when the island’s owners made a 
clearing in their garden. This acted as a sediment trap. Sedi-
ment is another name for mud, the fine particle-sized buil-
ding material of the lagoon.

Over time, the organic materials decomposed and mixed 
with more and more sediment that was carried by tides, 
winds and waves, to form a substrate for pioneer as well as 
more stable salt marsh plants and associated microbial and 
animal life, such as wading birds and crabs.

On one side there are mudflats, periodically submerged 
by water, with the tides, and beyond that open waters 
and more salt marsh until the mainland where the Venice 
Airport is situated. On the other side of the demarcated 
area of barena, where the ground level is higher, there is a 
line of Tamarisk trees and beyond that a garden and small 
lodge. [ JdM]

Berlin — GER

in Berlin, four differenT zones have Been 
idenTified by four students in product 
design in the context of the seminar 
« Interspecificities » led by Patricia 
Ribault at weißensee kunsthochschule 
berlin. Each of them has a personal 
connection to the place, be it a private 
or semi-private garden, a terrace or a 
small green island in the middle of the 
street. They learned to take a closer 
and better look at these spaces and 
species, to question their role in the 
shared milieu and to invent new ways to 
care for these very small multispecies 
communities. [PR]

SITES

fig. 1  52.6132201, 13.4896798
Yanshan Ou’s Dandelion 
Garden

fig. 3 52.5409088, 13.3619138
Paulina Grebenstein’s 
Multispecies Rooftop 
Terrace

fig. 2 52.523373, 13.329727 
Forest Island by Robin 
Hoske’s house

fig. 4 52.5606409, 13.4410721
Youran Song’s Neighbou-
ring Shrubs

fig. 1 45.292737, 12.240273
Barena (Salt marsh) 



fig. 1 48.9473073, 2.3742199 
1 ha of Zone Sensible is 
cultivated following the 
permaculture principles 
by head gardener Franck 
Ponthier.

Saint-Denis — FR

zone sensiBle is an urBan farm projecT of 4 ha led by Parti 
Poétique, an artist collective founded by Olivier Darné. 
As early as 2003, Darné combined cultural and artistic 
programming with beekeeping activities on the vacant 
lot, which he was able to take over with the support of the 
town of Saint-Denis after a century-old market gardening 
company ceased their (monoculture) activities on the site. In 
2016, Zone Sensible was entrusted a 25-year lease, allowing 
it to take off and be developed along longer temporalities. 

The site is situated at the intersection of Saint-Denis, 
Pierrefitte-sur-Seine, and Stains, neighbourhoods with 
high levels of social precariousness in the north of Paris. 
The French policymaking term Zone Urbaine Sensible 
designates sensitive urban areas. Oliver Darné hijacked 
the term in order to imagine a space where different 
sensibilities, human and nonhuman, co-habit: more than 
137 vegetal species (mirroring the number of different 
nationalities living close by); bees, ducks, chicken, wild 
crows and invasive beetles; regenerated soil; and also 
students, artists in residence, locals and outside visitors. 

The notion of pollination is central to Darné’s artistic work, 
and to the operation of Zone Sensible. This systemic view 
resonates with EnsadLab’s practice-based research and 
instrumental approach. [BAK, FS, HS]

Amsterdam — NL

09.05.2020 – Proto-zoöP DuinDoornPlein has a total surface of 
90 m2. It contains a back garden of  40 m2 and living room 
in active exchange with this garden. Four humans live here, 
two of whom are distinctly more actively engaged in a lar-
ger number of multispecies relations than the other two. 
There lives a cat who is a too-successful bird hunter and 
who is friendly with two other cats that live along the back 
alley and who visit this proto-zoöp regularly. They are less 
effective hunters. The major plants are a five-year-old apple 
tree, beech hedge, fig tree [fig. 1], bay tree, a small elder, 
a rose bush, ivy and raspberry. Furthermore: strawberries, 
lavender, buttercups, dandelions, thistles, nettles, clover, 
forget-me-nots, bindweed, goutweed, at least four kinds 
of grass, thyme, rosemary, sage, oregano, mint, parsley, 
chives and tarragon. There is a 1 m3 compost heap with an 
enormous number of worms and woodlice. There is a small 
ants' nest next to the fig tree. 

Roughly one quarter of the garden is left to grow on its 
own accord. The rest of the surface is tended with various 
degrees of intensity. In the living room are growing trays 
where tomato plants, bell pepper plants and courgette 
plants are grown from seeds until they are ready to live 
outside. Sparrows, tits, robins, pigeons and parakeets visit 
the outside area regularly, as do various species of bees 
and bumblebees and the occasional butterfly. [KK]

fig. 1 52.37403, 4.88969 
Duindoornplein’s fig tree



Barena

Dandelion Garden

v

The essential characteristic of the 
barena is the fluid dynamic of water, 
sediment and ecological interactions, 
meaning that it should not be 
referenced only via specific physical 
coordinates but rather the features 
of the system to which it belongs 
- in a given area, in the context of 
continuous interaction with the 
lagoon, in terms of depositing or 
carrying away sediments, and 
according to the quota (ground level 
relative to average water level). The 
types of ecological relationships 
and species of plants and animals to 
be found depend on the frequency 
with which the different areas of the 
barena are submerged. The integrity 
of the area as a zoöp - or robustness 
of the « demarcation » - depends on 
these kinds of interactions. [ JdM]

Depending on the location and the type of space (public 
or private), each proto-zoöp is demarcated differently. The 
borders are mostly determined by the typology of each 
space (garden, terrace, central island) and a more arbitrary 
limit between the inside and the outside. Each zone becomes 
a milieu in itself, with its own signs and traces left by the 
different species, which either stay on site and disseminate 
(plants), or come in and out (animals), interacting with each 
other and extending those limits by their very presence, their 
routes and routines.
 
Ou’s « dandelion garden » is delimited by a square bush 
which separates one private garden from another. She chose 
to focus her attention on the dandelions, which occupy half 
the space and to track the different species which interact 
voluntarily or not with them, carrying and spreading their 
seeds, and analysing the conditions for what she calls 
« positive » or « negative » space, like a photo-sensitive surface 
on which the flowers either grow or don’t grow. [PR, YO]

1ST STEP



Zone Sensible

Duindoornplein

v

Hardly visible from the major road that 
runs along it, the site is hidden behind 
a wild car park, a small wall, and 
reused shipping containers. Signage is 
minimal from the street. [FS]

The contamination of the soil due to past 
uses is a temporal form of demarcation. 
Year after year, Zone Sensible tries 
with « clean » layers (stemming from 
the  permaculture plots) to thicken the 
exploitable layer for sustainable market 
gardening. [BAK, HS]

At the entrance, I am greeted by a 
young woman: « Welcome, the en-
trance is free, you can walk around as 
you wish, on the right you will find the 
Parti Poétique, and on the left Zone 
Sensible with the farm ». It seems that 
a difference is made between the legal 
status of these two entities. [FC]

26.06.2020  – Demarcating means ar-
ticulating a set of multispecies rela-
tions as internal relations. All relations 
across the demarcation are then ex-
ternal relations. The observation first 
focuses on the internal relations, and 
gradually moves outward. 

Through the lens of multispecies rela-
tions, this practice of demarcation fo-
regrounds the importance of (spatially 
bound) soil life, soil relations and plant 
life as quality conditions for less spa-
tially bound species. 

Spatial demarcation should not be 
taken as a final statement on which 
relations are most critical for maintai-
ning or developing the quality of life. 
[KK]

DEMARCATING



v

It is possible to infer the stability and trends of the area’s 
nonhuman characteristics by observing the appearance 
and distribution of the plants (over time) on the basis of our 
understanding of ecological interrelationships.

All lagoons, in the absence of human intervention, will 
eventually silt up completely and become marshes, that 
then become dry land annexed to the surrounding area if 
sediment inputs dominate the system. Alternatively, water 
circulation and currents associated with the tide and deep 
channels (naturally occurring or man-made for navigation) 
will predominate, causing erosion of the wetlands, and 
ultimately the area becomes a marine bay.

Observing and sensing each zone led 
to a great variety of modalities and 
discoveries. By experimenting with 
radical observation methods as des-
cribed by Debra Solomon and by mul-
tiplying the perceptive points of view 
(audio, visual, tactile, olfactive), each 
observer managed to sense several di-
mensions of their chosen space, to be 
more aware of their presence, logics 
and behaviours. An important part of 
the observation was also « delegated » 
to artificial devices such as normal or 
infrared cameras and various sensors, 
leading to a diversified comprehension 
not only of the space but also of its 
«modes of existence». Photos, films, 
sketches and measures broaden the 
spectrum of signs and indexes left by 
the different species on site.

Paulina’s multispecies terrace is 
highly dependent on her care, in  
constructing, planting and watering. 
In her observation she tried to change 
the perspective to that of her dog, by 
studying his senses and filming from 
his angle. What triggers his senses, 
like smells in the wind, the plants 
and the soil? How does he interact 
with other species, like crows that 
he chases, and insects he tastes? 
Changing the viewpoint gave her a 
new understanding and conscience 
about what it means for other species 
to share a common space. [PR, PG]

fig. 1- fig. 2 Typical flora 
of the barena at high and 
low tide

The case of Venice is distinguished by 
centuries of human intervention to 
regulate the balance between sedi-
ment accumulation and loss, and the 
permanence of the Venice lagoon sys-
tem. Hence the proto-zoöp salt marsh, 
situated in a protected area, far from 
any deep canals or significant boat 
traffic, can be expected to continue 
expanding laterally via sediment accu-
mulation. [ JdM]

fig. 1 How my dog sees me

fig. 2 Dino with camera

2ND STEP
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ZONE SENSIBLE

v

Beekeeping activities and honey 
production on site precedes by 10 
years the establishment of Zone 
Sensible. The « Miel Béton » (literally, 
« concrete honey ») contains up to 
250 different pollens; as such, it is an 
extremely sensitive analogue sensor of 
the biodiversity of the territory; it is the 
result of an ultra-localised interspecies 
cooperation (the hives). Honey could 
work as a narrative vehicle for the 
dynamics of the site. [FS, SK] 

fig. 2 The map tentatively 
defines the territory from 
the perspective of the 
bees. The 3 km circle of 
« essaimage » (trans. bee 
swarming zone) encom-
passes a departmental 
parc; the Cité des 4000, 
one of the most well- 
known and dense housing 
projects in France; Stade 
de France – a sports 
stadium and international 
gathering space.

fig. 1 The red markers  
track bee movement in 
and out of the hive. The 
hive can be seen as an 
operational model for 
what happens at every 
scale: it prefigures Zone 
Sensible as a spatial 
membrane that allows 
multispecies comings 
and goings.

25.05.2020 – Almost immediately I feel a shift in my role 
as gardener.  I basically want the garden to be hospitable 
towards species that take root. A desire to care comes in 
strongly. Mostly I just leave the plants as they grow. I did ap-
ply a splint (successfully) to the broken and last-but-one leaf 
of a courgette plant. Every now and then I step in to prevent 
one species dominating too much. This gardener responds 
to what happens, seeking balance, but is not dictating the 
course of events.

26.05.2020 – I begin to experience this place as a small mul-
tispecies community.   As a unit, more than as the former 
inside the house next to the outside. Theoretically I knew 
this, but now I begin to feel it. Reading Charles Foster helps. 
The cat looks at me strangely, like it knows things about me. 
 
01.06.2020 – Apple tree again looks like it is suffering. May-
be its roots grew into a deeper layer of soil with old conta-
mination? No blossoms, so no apples this year. A spit bug is 
cohabitating with the rosemary. [fig. 1].
 
15.06.2020 – Courgette flowers are coming out. Fig tree 
still looks very happy and at home.  Some of the young bay 
leaves have curled up yellow around the edges. Maybe the  
tender leaves suffered from the intense heat last weekend?
[KK]

OBSERVING & SENSING



The characteristic variation in the 
morphology of the salt marsh and the 
specificity of the plants in terms of 
quota relative to average water level 
is represented in the diagram, with 
the various levels that constitute this 
type of environment and associated 
dominant vegetation. If erosion due 
to increasingly frequent submersion 
by tides and higher water levels 
occurs faster relative to sediment 
accumulation, the barena shrinks 
in area and the morphological 
characteristics change. In turn, this 
is reflected in the type of vegetation. 
[ JdM]

fig. 1 Tamarisks and 
mudflats

fig. 2 Profile of the salt 
marsh
1. Canal margin 
2. Bordering shallows 
3. Bordering mudflats 
(-20 cm to +5 cm, normal-
ly without vegetation) 
4. Belt of Spartina and/
or Salicornia (+5 cm to 
+15 cm) 
5. Internal planes (+20-
25 cm, dominated by Li-
monium  and Puccinellia) 
6. Elevated salt marsh 
(up to +45 cm, dominated 
by Sarcocornia and Inula; 
at higher levels/lower 
salinity Aster, Halimione, 
Artemisia, Juncus; on 
ground with high orga-
nic content Sueda and 
Salsola) 
7. Internal tidal pool 
8. Internal canal 
(« creek ») 
9. Internal mudflat with 
Spartina 
10. Non-vegetated 
internal mudflat

3RD STEP

What may lead a zoöp to change its 
behaviour can be qualified as distur-
bances, fragilities or dependencies, and 
may vary according to the role humans 
play in it and according to the nature 
of the space itself: they can be invasive 
species taking over others, a lack or ex-
cess of natural resources or of artificial 
elements such as CO2 or plastic. They 
can also be a human organisational 
problem, such as poor communication 
within a given group of people sharing 
the same space.

In Youran’s rental contract, it speci-
fically mentions that tenants are not 
allowed to act upon the building’s gar-
den, which is owned by the housing 
company, as well as the land it sits on. 
Youran’s plan is to integrate the zoöno-
mic method into the existing regula-
tions with the help of the Charter for 
Berlin City Green (the official guideline 
for Berlin’s urban green development), 
which encourages the reopening of 
unused green areas and advocates for 
more human-green interactions. 
[PR, YS]

fig. 1 Building’s garden 
before and after the zoöno-
mic method



Soil-related vulnerabilities: Pollution resulting from the pre-
vious exploitation of the site, playing out in time. Analyti-
cal work with Agro Paristech involving regular collection of 
agrological data is already underway.

Economic vulnerabilities: The small-scale association Parti 
Poétique lacks funds. Every year, the question of the ba-
lance sheet arises. The good functioning of the site depends 
on public and private subsidies (corporate foundations), so 
it is not safe from a negative economic turnaround. What 
will be the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the econo-
mic health of the site?

Social vulnerabilities: Head gardener Franck Ponthier told 
us about a few episodes of tension with communities of 
the surrounding neighbourhood, which do not all see the 
development of this unprecedented initiative in this urban 
area in a positive light. The question of the threshold of 
intensity of social relations with the surrounding urban 
communities arises: what constitutes « too much » / « too 
little » relations between the site and the neighbourhood?
[BAK, FS, HS]

18.05.2020 – A lot of cat poo and piss. Smells bad  for 
humans. Cat poo supposedly also not very good as fertilizer?

19.05.2020 – To see what is at stake for a zoöp, disturbance 
is a handy concept, but it refers to events. We also need 
terms to address qualities (or lack thereof) of relations of 
zoöps. Fragilities. Thicknesses. 

20.05.2020 – Bindweed [fig. 1] begins to suffocate raspber-
ries, bay leaf. Requires human vigilance. Many green aphids 
on the rose bush. Can easily be removed manually, awaiting 
the arrival of ladybirds. Big ivy gives too much shadow for 
other plants. Should cut away some branches. 

26.05.2020 – Drought is beginning to show. Should set up 
water buffering. 

08.06.2020 – The slugs and snails arrive in force. Beertraps? 
Invite a hedgehog? 

12.06.2020 – Realisation: I’ve not yet got an idea of a 
particular relation or process that needs to be made more 
legible for me to gain better access in order to better 
serve the quality of life in my little proto-zoöp. I do see 
fragilities and related disturbances but also the immediate 
responses that are possible.  Maybe this means that these 
interventions need to be performed before the more subtle 
questions of legibility can come into the picture.

fig. 1 Regarded as an « 
insect pest », the Colo-
rado beetle attacks the 
leaves of various plants, 
such as potatoes. Less 
mediagenic than bees, 
they nevertheless raise 
questions about who 
takes part in a zoöp, and 
on what terms. 

My brief visit during Portes Ouvertes (trans. Open Doors) 
on 20 June made tangible the gap that exists between 
Zone Sensible and the neighbourhood’s social life. Indeed 
this cultural bubble, located in the middle of a socially 
precarious zone, seems to be animated by the tensions that 
characterise any cultural project caught between urban 
development policies and social revitalization strategies. 
However, here the challenge of « social gentrification » 
seems to be primarily focused on the issues of rurality and 
ecology. People who frequent the place seem to go there 
less for reasons of territorial proximity (neighbourhood) 
and more for reasons of cultural affinity (ecological themes, 
permaculture techniques). [FC]

18.06.2020 – Realisation: In order for the resilience of this 
garden to be developed further, I need to look outside  
its demarcations. Started to think about the connections 
between this patch and the other gardens along the back 
alley. 

20.06.2020 – Comment on note on cat poo. This was a very 
human-centric observation. Would now restate this as: 
a bunch of cats apparently feel free to use this garden as 
toilet, without a lot of territorial dispute (no fights). This is 
probably why no birds nest in this garden. Also it makes 
some corners less attractive for humans. 

23.06.2020 – Many cats in the neighborhood hunt and 
kill birds. This week alone I think I’ve seen three birds 
being caught. This is a disturbance that requires a human 
intervention. [KK]

CHARACTERISING



« Venezia e’ Laguna » is more than a slogan promoted by 
We are here Venice, an NGO established in 2015 to change 
the future for Venice as a living city. It refers to the need 
to rebalance attention on the inseparability of historic 
city and the coastal wetland that encloses it. For too long, 
policies have been absorbed by the built heritage of Venice 
(its human dimension), and the lagoon (arguably the matrix 
for nonhuman life) became an alibi for infrastructure 
speculation. The vital role of the salt marsh is not adequately 
provided for by current policies and interventions, let alone 
its under-recognized rights to exist and under-valued 
« ecosystem services ».

To act or not to act upon an ecosystem 
is probably the most delicate part of 
this zoönomic method. It requires 
making decisions based on a partial 
view of a piece of biosphere, since only 
human actors can make structural 
changes in its organisation and/or 
behaviour. Several aspects have to be 
taken into account, some of which more 
objective than others, particularly 
when it comes to the quality of these 
relations. What is it like to be a tree, a 
dandelion, a dog, a crow or even a bat, 
in relation to all the other living or non-
living beings sharing the same space? 
As human beings, we may acquire a 
better perception and knowledge of 
what each species may need to thrive 
or to live in harmony with the others, 
but how can we share a common 
system of reference?    

We are working to find more ways to protect the lagoon, 
ranging from building stronger awareness by bringing the 
salt marsh into novel contexts like the Biennale (Villa Fran-
kenstein, 2010) and Laguna Viva at the VAC Foundation 
(2018), to research fellowships addressing knowledge gaps. 
In 2019 we began a project to radically reframe the issue 
of restoring the lagoon by characterising the enhanced 
capacity of the salt marsh system to sequester and stock 
atmospheric carbon, thereby mitigating climate change. 
The applicability of the zoöp concept  to the Venetian la-
goon system (or parts thereof) is a potentially more robust 
framework within which to position the carbon offset initia-
tive. [ JdM]

         
Robin’s intervention on the « forest island » near his home focuses on blocking 
CO2 emissions and wind with a natural rattan structure, as wind can enter the 
forest too fast, continually drying the soil and taking away important biomass 
that cannot transit into the ground. This method is inspired by the Sauen-
Principle described by ecologist August Bier, who bought 500 ha of spruce 
stock in 1912 and identified three main factors that he was able to influence in 
order to make the forest resilient: wind, soil and humans. Robin also aims to 
uncover the hidden labour of trees, estimating the generated profit through CO2 
sequestering, with the current rate of 25 EUR/t CO2, up to an annual amount of 
76,65 EUR/year. [PR, RH]

fig. 1 - fig. 2 More than 50 flags were hung from palace balconies along the Grand 
Canal on the occasion of the 2014 Regata Storica to protest against dredging a new 
channel for cruise ships

fig. 1 Wind intervention

4TH STEP



20.05.2020 – Removed bindweed consistently in most of 
the garden, leaving it to grow behind compost heap. Ma-
nually removed aphids on rose. 

26.05.2020 – Politely cut away some branches of the ivy to 
allow more sun to reach the ground.

04.06.2020 – Realisation: Interventions in response to dis-
turbances or perceived fragilities should be found as much 
as possible within the demarcated ecosphere as it is. This 
way, relations between communal species are thickened, 
for example, mulching. One can buy a bag of tree bark mul-
ch at the garden centre. One can also use the leaves of a 
plant or tree that is part of the proto-zoöp. The second op-
tion thickens the relations in the zoöp and is therefore pre-
ferable. Decided to use the ivy leaves that were cut off or 
that fall off by themselves as mulch.

10.06.2020 – Installed 100 -l water container [fig.1]. 

23.06.2020 – Added a bright colour to the cats' collar band, 
because supposedly birds notice bright colours more than 
movement. After it caught another sparrow, also added 
bells. No more birds caught since. 

24.06.2020 – Realisation: After performing interventions 
that address obvious fragilities, there are two possible 
paths to further increase the quality of life here. First is to 

How and why « intervene »? What can a group of artists, designers, anthropolo-
gists, architects, engineers and researchers bring to the life-world of Zone Sen-
sible? We can help to  « raise awareness », that is, develop means of represen-
tation that can affect other humans and, possibly, mobilise them in favour of 
zoönomic approaches. Developing a sensing instrument or set of instruments to 
dynamically report on the sensibilities at stake in and around the site is already 
a challenge; this publication contributes to this step. It has led us to envisage 
the creation of a « sensor »,  or sensing system, which would make it possible to 
literally take the pulse of the proto-zoöp according to revealing elements, such 
as the composition of honey, which has proven to be an indicator of vegetal and 

04.06.2020 – « What I need is [visual] 
arguments to show the [socio-cultu-
ral and ecological] added value of 
subtracting this site from land spe-
culation. » (Olivier Darné)

learn to observe the zoöp's less legible internal relations. 
Second is to also take into account  external relations. The 
quality of life of this proto-zoöp can be enhanced by thicke-
ning the relations with other gardens and the species that 
live there. Under the current logic of human ownership and 
privacy, this implies also stronger connections between the 
humans that have agency over those gardens. 

24.06.2020 – Sent out message to inquire into the interest 
of the neighbours to start an Association of Owners. Favou-
rable response. Will also have to reach out to the housing 
corporation.  [KK]

cultural diversity. But, if our observa-
tions so far have led us to this insight, 
how then can we operate, co-operate, 
whilst taking care not to disturb more? 
How can we think of a sensor that not 
only captures, but also operates in the 
field, an effector that could also be an 
affective sensor for humans? 

Our first analysis led us through multi-
ple scales. We are considering experi-
menting with a small form that would 
skilfully couple different dimensions 
(readings-interventions) within the 
same instrument. It should be both 
a means of representation and ope-
ration and could integrate a symbolic 
dimension. In order to weave active 
relations with Zone Sensible and other 
contexts, such as those presented in 
these pages, this instrument should 
be envisaged as  a generic (adaptable) 
and public (open source) zoönomic 
instrument. [SB, SK, BAK, FC, HS, FS]

fig. 1 The shipping 
containers hide the site 
from passers-by 
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More extensive documentation 
can be found at

FURTHER READING

All photos and diagrams by 
respective researchers, as 
indicated by their initials.
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= 320 « field hours »
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